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‘multifunctionality’	 of	 livestock	 for	 the	 poor,	 coupled	 with	 the	 severe	 institutional,	 policy	





costs	 involved	 in	 developing	 public-private	 partnerships	 and	 learning	 platforms.	More	 use	
of	 innovative	methods	 such	 as	 outcome	mapping/impact	 pathway	 analysis,	 social	 network	




Nuevos enfoques sobre la investigación para el desarrollo sostenible 
de la producción ganadera y la reducción de la pobreza en el mundo en 
desarrollo
La	 investigación	 ganadera	 que	 pretende	 aumentar	 la	 productividad	 y	 mejorar	 la	 vida	 de	
manera	 sostenible	en	un	mundo	en	desarrollo	ya	no	 se	 lleva	a	cabo	de	 la	 forma	 tradicional.	
Las	 nuevas	 tendencias	 implican	 la	 participación	 de	 equipos	 interdisciplinarios	 vinculando	 a	
varios	colaboradores.	Se	reconocen	los	múltiples	papeles	y	funciones	que	los	animales	juegan	
en	 los	 hogares	 pobres,	 se	 identifica	 y	 se	 analizan	 desde	 el	 punto	 de	 vista	 institucional,	 de	




mejora	 de	 la	 ganadería.	 La	 “multifuncionalidad”	 de	 la	 ganadería	 de	 los	 pobres,	 junto	 con	 la	
política	institucional	y	las	limitaciones	graves	de	la	mayoría	de	países	en	desarrollo,	hace	que	




encaminados	 a	 reducir	 los	 costos	 de	 transacción	 implicados	 en	 el	 desarrollo	 de	 asociaciones	
público-privadas	y	plataformas	de	aprendizaje,	además	de	un	mayor	uso	de	métodos	innovadores	
como	análisis	de	 las	 rutas	de	 impacto,	de	 redes	sociales,	 la	evolución	de	 las	 innovaciones,	 la	
comparación	entre	países,	y	 la	modelización	pueden	ayudar	a	mejorar	 la	probabilidad	de	que	





productivity	 per se,	 but	 also	 involve	 addressing	 needed	 behavioral,	 policy,	 infrastructural,	
marketing	 and	 institutional	 changes.	 This	 paper	 discusses	 these	 challenges	 and	 some	 of	
the	lessons	learned	in	addressing	them	by	scientists	at	the	International	Livestock	Research	
Institute	(ILRI),	which	has	been	working	in	livestock	systems	across	the	developing	world	for	
many	 years.	 ILRI	 pursues	 sustainable	poverty	 reduction	 through	 livestock	 via	 three	poverty	
pathways	(ILRI,	2008):	
Securing Assets and reducing vulnerability.	 Livestock	 play	 a	 crucial	 role	 in	 rural	 economies	
of	most	developing	countries	by	facilitating	capital	accumulation	(physical,	financial,	human	
social	and	natural)	and	moving	households	out	of	poverty	(Moser,	2007;	Burke	et	al.,	2007;	























Animal	disease	not	only	 threatens	 the	ability	 to	accumulate	 livestock	assets,	 it	also	 lowers	


















Principles for livestock research that matters
ILRI	has	recently	developed	some	principles	providing	guidance	on	how	research	can	maximize	
desired	 poverty	 and	 environmental	 impacts,	 arising	 from	 empirical	 examples	 and	 lessons	
learned	 across	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 collaborative	 livestock-related	 projects	 (Kristjanson	 et	 al.,	
2009;	Pell	et	al.,	2009).	These	principles	have	been	found	to	help	increase	the	likelihood	that	
livestock	research	and	development	efforts	will	contribute	to	sustainable	poverty	 reduction	












2. Institutional, market and policy-related constraints	are	identified	and	tackled	and	not	just	
technical	constraints.	
3. Interdisciplinary research taking an innovation systems approach	is	needed.	Such	an	approach	
often	 includes	 collaborations	with	 local	 communities,	 and	 engagement	with	 public	 sector,	
private	sector,	NGOs,	CSOs,	as	well	as	development	practitioners	and	researchers.	
4. Gender analysis and approaches	 to	 ensure	 poor	 women’s	 access	 to,	 and	 benefits	 from,	
livestock	are	improved.



















poor	 households	 (and	women,	who	 typically	 cannot	 own	 land)	 to	 accumulate	 assets,	 help	









poverty	 and	 well-being	 among	 poor	 livestock	 keepers.	 These	 are	 helpful	 to	 enhance	 our	
39
understanding	of	both	the	needs	and	strengths	of	 the	poor	within	the	 livestock	sector;	 for	
appraisals	of	new	technology	developments	in	research;	prioritisation	and	design	of	potential	
changes	and	interventions	to	improve	the	livelihoods	of	poor	livestock	keepers;	participatory	
monitoring	 and	 evaluation	 of	 projects	 seeking	 to	 improve	 the	 livelihoods	 of	 poor	 livestock	
keepers;	retrospective	assessment	of	the	impact	of	changes	in	livestock	keeping	on	livelihoods,	



























Innovation	Systems	 (AIS)	approach	 (Hall	 et	al.,	2001;	Scoones	and	Thompson,	2009;	World	
Bank,	2007).	Spielman	(2005)	defines	an	innovation system is	as	a	set	of	interrelated	agents,	












and	 individuals	 to	 transmit	 and	adapt	new	applications	of	new	 information,	 new	products	
and	 process,	 and	 new	 organizational	 cultures	 and	 behaviours	 (Davis	 et	 al., 2007,	 Scoones	
and	Thompson,	2009;	Spielman	et	al.,	 2009).	An	 innovation	 systems	approach	 implies	 that	
agricultural	research	and	development	efforts	should	focus	on	increasing	the	knowledge	and	
capacities	of	farmers’	organizations	to	innovate,	strengthening	of	networks	and	alliances	to	
















































teams	 face	 these	 challenges.	 These	 include	 processes	 aimed	 at	 efficiently	 and	 effectively	
developing	public-private	partnerships	and	developing	 learning	platforms.	Methods	such	as	
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